
A Victorian Diary p2 

London Gazette 
on-line 

p2 

V&A: Fashion   
versus Music 

p2 

Royal Society 
Summer Science 

p2 

British Library - 
archives of web 
sites 

p3 

Victorian Artists of 
Camden Square 

p3 

Anglo-Norman 
Dictionary 

p3 

Melvyn Bragg at 
Leeds 

p4 

Government Art 
Collection 

p4 

National portrait 
Gallery Archive 

p4 

BALH annual con-
ference 

p5 

Official papers 30 
year rule 

p5 

Colindale Newspa-
per Archive 

p6 

Body for archives 
professionals 

p7 

London for Ar-
chives 

p8 

Web sites p8 

��������	������
�� ��

Richard Knight p9 

Barking and    
Dagenham 

p9 

AfL events p10 

Digital Economy 
Bill 

p10 

�����������
����������

�	
������

���������	�
�
  

How to get further advice? 
We are working to 
harmonise information on 
our website. For the 
moment, please use: 

Either  the LMA website, 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
lma, which has many details 
concerning archives in the 
care of the City of London. 
The catalogues are available 
online to search in your 
particular subject area. 

Or  the Guildhall Library 
Manuscripts website, http://
www.history.ac.uk/gh/, 
which contains detailed 
advice about the MSS 
collections, including access 
to the list of livery company 
membership records and to 
the indexes of Lloyd’s 
Captains Registers. 

For general enquiries, 
particularly about business 
archives and family history, 
contact us by email to 
ask.lma@cityoflondon.gov.
uk. Every email is answered 
by specialists who are 
experienced in guiding 
people to the relevant 
archives and other sources 
of information.  

An archivist with 
knowledge of the 
collections will be providing 
regular surgeries on 
Thursday mornings at 
Guildhall Library to assist 
with problems relating 
specifically to the 5 groups 
of archives housed at 
Guildhall. Email enquiries 

about these collections should 
be addressed, in the first 
instance, to ask.lma (as above) 
and specialists will be 
available to reply to enquiries 
which require particular 
knowledge. 

We are in the process of 
converting all the City’s 
archive catalogues into one 
dataset available through 
LMA's online catalogue: http//
search.lma.gov.uk/opac_lma/
index.htm. Until the data has 
been fully uploaded, you can 
continue to use the library 
catalogue, https://
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
Corporation/LGNL_Services/
Leisure_and_culture/Libraries/
City_of_London_libraries/
catalogue.htm for access to 
Guildhall Manuscripts 
catalogues. Hard copy finding 
aids will also be available at 
Guildhall Library. However, if 
you need assistance while this 
consolidation is happening, 
please contact the Principal 
Archivist in charge of our 
catalogues at ask.lma . 

To keep in touch as the 
service evolves, please sign up 
to receive our regular 
electronic mailing list via 
http://collhs.pmailuk.com/
bnmailweb/setup?
oid=228&xyz=AdE0hlPE87D
2PSdVug. 

 
 London Metropolitan 

Archives. 

A few important archives 
will continue to be housed 
and consulted at Guildhall 
Library.  
The key collections are: 
• The Stock Exchange arch- 
ives and printed collections; 
• Lloyd’s of London arch- 
ives and printed collections; 
• St Paul’s Cathedral 
archives; 
• Christ’s Hospital archives; 
• The City of London Livery 
Company archives. 

Archives from these series 
can be consulted at 
Guildhall Library, on 
production of either a City 
of London Archives History 
Card or other acceptable 
proof of identity (passport, 
driving licence, City Library 
card). Request archives at 
the Guildhall Library 
enquiries desk.  Use the 
Rare Books Table in 
Guildhall Library only 
(maximum of 8 readers). 

Items can be consulted 
during Guildhall Library 
opening hours, Monday – 
Saturday, 09:30 – 16:45. 
The normal waiting time is 
20 minutes. 

We are in the process of 
creating copies of popular 
series of documents (such as 
the Captains Registers in the 
Lloyd’s collection) and 
intend that, by November 
2010, dual access should be 
possible for these heavily 
used series.  
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Following the reorganisation of Guildhall Library, most of the archive and manuscript 
collections and archive services for the City of London are now concentrated at London 
Metropolitan Archives (LMA) in Clerkenwell, a mile north east of Guildhall Library. At 
LMA there is the full range of consultation facilities, conservation support, reprographics 
services and spacious areas for research and study. We anticipate that the vast majority of 
City archives will now be consulted at LMA alongside the Metropolitan collections. 
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 The Royal Society's annual Summer Science Exhibition runs 
at the Southbank Centre from 26 June 2010 to 4 July 2010. It 
offers an opportunity to discover the best of the UK's science 
and technology research.  With exhibits from all over the UK 
visitors will get the chance to meet and talk to the researchers 
themselves who are behind the work on show. 

In 2010, The Royal Society and the Southbank Centre will 
work together to organise a unique nine day science festival 
in the summer of 2010. The festival will include an enhanced 
version of the Society's Summer Science Exhibition that will 
permeate throughout the world-renowned cultural venue. 

Open to everyone, the science exhibition will give visitors the 
opportunity to meet the scientists and engineers at the 
forefront of the UK's research activities and to explore their 
work through interactive exhibits. 

In addition to the exhibition the festival will include talks, 
debates and performances for general audiences alongside 
scientific conferences.  There will also be events and activities 
for young people and families and exhibits exploring the links 
between science and art. 

Find out more about at www.seefurther.org/science_festival 
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Residents of Ilford vented their fury over proposals to restrict access to Redbridge’s public archives, with one calling it 
"cultural vandalism" according to the Ilford Recorder. Plans, first outlined in January, for the council's budget will see the 
local studies and archives floor of Central Library, High Road, Ilford, become an appointment only service. 

At a cabinet meeting at Redbridge Town Hall held to look at budget proposals for 2010/11 to 2012/13, the public gallery 
was filled with people furious at the plans earmarked for the borough's historical hub. Roger Backhouse, of Thorold Road, 
Ilford, told councillors sitting on the cabinet: "This isn't a question of locking up but dumbing down. What a crying shame. 
We should celebrate the collection we've got, not trample all over them. This is not a cut, it's a massacre." 

Responding to calls to scrap the plans, cabinet member for leisure Cllr Alan Weinberg said he was fully aware of the 
strength of feeling, but pointed out that the archives are open 55 hours a week, more than any other London borough. 

From 1 January 2010, read of the 
experiences and innermost thoughts of 
a remarkable Victorian diarist on the 
Westminster Archives website at http://
www.westminster.gov.uk/services/
libraries/archives/victorian-clerk/ 
The diary of Nathaniel Bryceson, a 

young wharf clerk in Pimlico, is a rare 
insight into the lives and loves of a 19 

year-old in the early Victorian era. A 
colourful character, Bryceson takes us 
through the year 1846, with details of 
his working life and of his relationship 
with Ann Fox, his mistress and closest 
companion. 
Bryceson's diary breathes life into an 

era that is too often portrayed as 
socially regimented. From financial 

affairs to affairs of the heart, the diary 
is a truly personal take on the life of a 
young Victorian in 1846. 
Having existed only in manuscript up 

until now, the diary will be serialised 
on-line throughout 2010 by City of 
Westminster Archives. Read it  from 1 
January 2010. 

The Victoria and Albert Museum is planning to put its extensive collection of historic musical instruments, previously on 
display in Room 40, into storage, to facilitate redesigning the gallery to show the museum's fashion collection. 
Although instruments have been part of the collection since the museum's inception, there are no plans to reinstate the 

collection at any future date, and it appears that it will either be broken up or be confined to spaces which are not open to the 
public.  Full details can be found in the 16 January 2010 edition of Classical Music (page 7).  
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London gazette, founded in 1665, has a fully searchable 
archive on-line at http://www.london-gazette.co.uk.   

It is of course fascinating to search the early issues: page 1 
of issue 85 there is a reference to the ‘sad and lamentable fire’ 
which had recently burned in London, and which today is 
known at the Great Fire of London. Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
this is a ‘featured entry’. 

The web site describes the gazette as “the Official 
Newspaper of Record for the United Kingdom” which “has 
enabled it to develop into a unique bank of information. It is a 
cross-governmental resource, bringing together data from 

numerous official sources and enabling users to cross-
reference official information easily.”  As this will make clear, 
it covers far more than London specific events: there are 
entries for every part of the country.   

There is a good search facility, by which one can search by 
date, issue number, or subject.  Putting in a place or personal 
name is likely to bring back quite a number of hits: many that I 
found listed the London Joint Stock Bank members, which had 
investors from all over the country.  The site rates the 
relevance of the entries received, and in my searches some 
were given a rating score of 146% ! 
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New legal powers to allow the British 
Library to archive millions of websites 
are to be fast-tracked by ministers after 
the Guardian exposed long delays in 
introducing the measures. 

The culture minister, Margaret Hodge, 
is pressing for the faster introduction of 
powers to allow six major libraries to 
copy every free website based in the 
UK as part of their efforts to record 
Britain's cultural, scientific and political 
history. 

The Guardian reported in October that 
senior executives at the British Library 
and National Library of Scotland (NLS) 
were dismayed at the government's fail-
ure to implement the powers in the six 
years since they were established by an 
act of parliament in 2003. 

The libraries warned that they had 
now lost millions of pages recording 
events such as the MPs' expenses scan-
dal, the release of the Lockerbie bomber 
and the Iraq war, and would lose mil-
lions more, because they were not le-
gally empowered to "harvest" these 
sites. 

The powers are very similar to copy-
right laws which require every publisher 

in the UK to provide the libraries �; 
chiefly the British Library and the NLS, 
but also the National Library of Wales, 
the Bodleian in Oxford, Cambridge 
University library and Trinity College 
Dublin �; with copies of every printed 
book, magazine, journal and newspaper. 

The internet is fast becoming the 
dominant form of publication in the 
UK: about a third of all works currently 
published are only in digital form and 
that number is increasing dramatically. 
Ministers predict the UK will host 15m 
websites by 2016 but under existing 
powers the British Library would be 
able to archive only 1% of them. 

In an attempt to head off criticism, 
Hodge has now launched a consultation, 
due to end in March, which would al-
low the libraries to copy and archive 
free sites using the .uk domain name 
and all other UK-based sites. There are 
more than 4m free websites active in the 
UK and proposed new domain names 
such as .sco for Scotland and .cym for 
Wales will also be included. 

Hodge has conceded she is unlikely to 
get these powers in force before the 
next election but officials from the De-

partment for Culture, Media and Sport 
said: "We will make as much progress 
as we can in the time available." 

However, paid-for websites �; which 
may soon include the Times, the Sun 
and all other News International titles 
under plans for paywalls outlined by 
Rupert Murdoch �; will still be closed 
off to the copyright libraries. 

Martyn Wade, Scotland's national 
librarian said: "We welcome the consul-
tation and look forward to taking part in 
it. We hope that it will lead to meaning-
ful and rapid progress being made to-
wards implementation of legislation 
which will enable us to collect the pub-
lished knowledge of Scotland in elec-
tronic form; knowledge which is cur-
rently being lost." 

Lynne Brindley, chief executive of the 
British Library, said: "By 2020 more 
material will be published in digital 
format than in print; the British Library 
must collect, preserve and provide ac-
cess to that material. I very much wel-
come this consultation which extends 
the principle of legal deposit to cover 
material published digitally and online”. 
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Camden New Town, as named in the 19th century, is to the north of Camden Town: a distinct neighbourhood bounded by 
Camden Road, Camden Park Road, York Way, Agar Grove and St Pancras Way. Camden Square lies at its heart. 
Construction started around 1850 and was complete by 1880. 

Camden Square in particular was home to many artists: painters, engravers and sculptors. Many of them were very well 
known in their day but they are now mostly forgotten.The Marquis of Camden,owner of the land on which the development 
took place, profited immensely by striking a deal in the 1860s with the Midland Railway bringing the train lines right 
through the centre of the development connecting it to St Pancras Station.The smoke, noise and tremors of the steam train 
blighted the area making the houses close by cheap to rent, making it all the more attractive to artists because of the 
closeness to central London. Bloomsbury was in walking distance. 

This exhibition of artists living there before the First World War will eventually be added to the Camden New Town 
History Project’s Web Site. For more information visit: www.camdennewtown.info 

TThe Anglo-Norman Dictionary is now available as an online 
resource on the website at http://www.anglo-norman.net/. The 
Dictionary seeks to record and explain 'Anglo-Norman', the 
form of French used in the  British Isles after the Norman 
Conquest. Its documentary base contains substantial quantities 
of non-literary material (records, administrative and legal 
documents, historical sources. 
This website maintenance is located at Aberystwyth 

University within the Department of European Languages. 
This work is now substantially complete and the expanded 
textbase was opened to public access on this site in July 2007. 
In 2009, the project was awarded further grants as the 

Aberystwyth element of a joint Heidelberg-Aberystwyth grant 

from the AHRC and the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft. 
There is also funding for German researcher to work for two 
years in Heidelberg, on the Dictionnaire étymologique de 
l'ancien français. She will at the same time be editing the 
Anglo-Norman translation of Baudri de Bourgueil's chronicle 
of the First Crusades. 
The site contains both texts and a dictionary. Readers will be 

familiar with the French word rue, meaning street or road: 
they will probably be less familiar with the alternative 
spellings reue, ruwe, reuwe, rew, rewe; reu, rieu, riwe, riewe, 
rwe all of which are listed on the web-site, along with the 
possible meanings:  roadway;  lane between tents; furrow; 
wrinkle;  high street; main street;  king's highway. 
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The Government Art Collection is housed in a building just 
off Tottenham Court Road.  They do not advertise the loca-
tion, possibly because the collection houses some valuable 
works of art, if they are not out on loan.  Administered by the 
Department for Culture Media and Sport, the collection was 
started over 100 years ago, and became formalised as a part of 
the old Home Office in 1907. 

It holds a collection of more than 13,000 works of art, pre-
dominantly paintings, but many in other media: emerging 
from the lift one is greeted by a sculpture in neon light reading 
‘THINGS’. Works are lent out to some 450 locations, both 
ministries in this country and embassies abroad, and at any 
time, they reckon, 75% of the collection is on loan, so a visit 
reveals only a fraction of what is available.  Works are bought 
for the collection, none is borrowed: the department has a 

budget of £500,000 (tiny, given the prices that art-works fetch 
in today’s art market).  The artists (but not the subjects) must 
have a British connection, some strong link to the UK for 
those who are not British subjects.  Those represented in the 
collection range from the well-known (Hogarth, Bridget Ri-
ley), to George Abbott (1803-1883), of whom this writer had 
never previously heard! 

On the occasion of my visit I saw both a large 8ft-high Vic-
torian portrait whose frame was being restored (there is a 
small restoration studio on site, but most such work is con-
tracted out), and a delightful collection of 20 prints of London 
shop-windows of the 1920’s (each less than a foot square), 
taken from a book by the Curwen press. 

Visit http://www.gac.culture.gov.uk where more than 50% 
of the items in the collection are illustrated. 
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The National Portrait Gallery has launched its archive catalogue at http://archivecatalogue.npg.org.uk/, revealing to a 
wider audience fascinating stories about the Gallery's activities since it was founded in 1856. An Edwardian murder and suicide 
in the public galleries, an outbreak of rats and the extraordinary lengths directors went to in order to ensure the safety of the na-
tion's portraits during the First and Second World Wars are among the discoveries available at the click of a button. 

The launch of the online archive is the culmination of a two-year project to catalogue previously unseen material. It comes 
after the Gallery's award of £17,909 from the National Cataloguing Grants Programme for Archives to catalogue the papers of 
its first director Sir George Scharf (1820-1895).  These will join those of other former Gallery directors, such as Sir Lionel Cust 
and Sir Roy Strong, already available in the new online archive catalogue. It includes records on acquiring, conserving and dis-
playing portraits, organising and staging exhibitions and constructing, managing and developing the building. 

The catalogue reveals what happened to the Gallery in times of national crisis. During the First World War, some portraits 
were stored in the King Edward Building Post Office Tube Station, close to St Paul's Cathedral, where they were guarded by 
Gallery staff carrying guns. The landmark Cecil Beaton retrospective of 1968 left visitors intrigued by its accompanying inno-
vations. ('Is it too much to ask,' wrote one visitor to the exhibition of photographs, 'that if you continue this adventurous policy, 
it can be done with pictures simply set, on a plain wall, without music, without joss-sticks, without flashguns; without, in fact, 
trying to stage a "happening"?')   

The catalogue covers about one third of the Gallery's Archive has been catalogued: records continue to be added on a regu-
lar basis.  While the new online facility is a catalogue of the Archive and not its entire contents, visitors can make an appoint-
ment to see any of the documents listed at the Gallery's Heinz Archive and Library. For a booking please go to: http://
www.npg.org.uk/research/archive/directions.php 

As well as the Archive, the online catalogue of its library collection (http://librarycatalogue.npg.org.uk). The library cata-
logue records all published books, periodicals and electronic resources acquired by the Heinz Archive & Library since 1994, 
and it currently lists and describes nearly 10,000 items. Additional records for older acquisitions are added daily as the depart-
ment moves forward with a three-year retrospective cataloguing project.  Website: www.npg.org.uk 

For some people, no Thursday is com-
plete without Melvyn Bragg’s In Our 
Time on BBC Radio 4, a fascinatingly 
wide-ranging programme.  He has now 
donated his archive of life's work to the 
Brotherton Library at Leeds University.   

He is a byword for unremitting graft, 
with 21 novels, 13 historical studies 
and a couple of children's books to his 
name, as well as separate careers in 
academia, broadcasting and politics. 

But now the world has been given 
half a tonne of further material by him 
to explore, including an unpublished 
novel and 60 boxes of ideas, draft 
scripts and short stories which even the 

writer said he had half-forgotten.  
Sought by several archives, the hoard 

of more than 50 years' work has been 
rescued from Bragg's attic in London 
and given to University of Leeds. 

"It arrived in what you might call a 
National Collection of Carrier Bags," 
said Chris Sheppard, head of special 
collections at Leeds' Brotherton 
Library. Initial analysis by Sheppard 
suggests that quantity rarely interfered 
with quality, with Bragg's work 
collecting a string of serious prizes and 
always selling well. There are 
crossings-out and neat additions, but 
relatively few. 

Bragg's intellectual curiosity shows 
in an unrealised script, accompanied by 
copious paperwork, for a film about the 
Russian ballet maestro Sergei 
Diaghilev to be directed by Ken 
Russell. Bragg's lines for the sculptor 
Rodin are handwritten in French. 
Details on two separate proposals to 
film his 1972 novel Josh Lawton show 
similar attention to detail. 

Melvyn Bragg chose Leeds because 
of personal connections as well as the 
library's reputation. He has been the 
university's chancellor for 10 years and 
his wife, Cate Haste, a writer and TV 
producer, is from the city. 
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The Trust, at HAT House, 12 
Raveningham Centre, Raveningham in 
Norfolk, is free to non-commercial 
researchers. A unique mine of cultural, 
social, economic and business history, 
advertising, marketing and media, the 
trust's extensive archive collections can 
be consulted by appointment. 

At HAT's website www.hatads.org.uk 
there are details about its collections in 
which you can research: 
* Brand/product history and 

development 
* Social and economic history 
* Victorian and Edwardian advertising 
* Controversial advertising 
* Health issues and campaigns 
* Fashion 

* Graphic design 
* Political advertising 
* Representation of ethnic minorities 
* Wartime advertising 
* Representation of men, women, 

families, youth etc. 
HAT's website also offers a new on-line 
picture gallery and TV commercial 
archive. 

The archive holds a wide range of 
advertising industry records, papers and 
special collections; there is a substantial 
library of complementary research 
books and journals to support cross 
referencing and in depth study. 

"The Michael Cudlipp Research & 
Study Centre" provides the opportunity 
to study original material dating from 

the early 
19th century 
to today. 

Visit the 
website at  
to find out 
about HAT's 
collections 
and how to plan a visit (just go to the 
Research tab on the home page). Call us 
on 01508 548623 or email 
enquiries@hatads.org.uk to make an 
appointment to take advantage of the 
free study places.  Students requite 
documentation of status.  HAT is open 
Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm 
throughout the year; closed on Bank 
Holidays. 

0��
1������
�)
����������	
0����


A new Directory of Local History Internet Sites has been 
published by the British Association for Local History. This 
is an up-to-date guide to 353 websites, some national and 
some local. It points you to sources for local history such as 
documents, maps, photos, artefacts and archives, museums 
and memorial inscriptions. You can move from 1881 Pubs to 
Your Maps Online via Anglo-Saxon Prosopography, 
Churchplans Online and Hidden Lives Revealed, where you 
can encounter the young people in the care of The Children’s 
Society in Victorian Britain. The guide covers the major 
websites for historical material such as A2A as well as less 
well-known ones like the Seeley History Library, Cambridge, 
which includes a monthly online list of all articles in the 
journals it receives. Some of the websites enable you to trace 
individuals, some to find recent background information, and 
others point you to research material. The Directory is 

indexed by subjects, people and places. 
At Local History Day on 5 June at the Imperial War 

Museum London (note, not Friends House as in recent years), 
Bamber Gascoigne and Jacquelené Fillmore, the author of the 
Directory, will lead the morning discussion session on Local 
History and the Internet. 

Tickets for Local History Day (which include a sandwich 
lunch) are £12.50 for members of BALH and £15 for non-
members.  A booking form can be downloaded from the 
website.  The afternoon includes the presentation of the 2010 
BALH Awards by the President Professor David Hey, 
followed by the Annual Lecture, given by Dr Adam 
Longcroft from the University of East Anglia. His subject is 
'New Insights into Vernacular Architecture: A View from the 
Flatlands of East Anglia'. 
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The first-ever film version of Lewis Carroll's tale has recently been restored by the BFI National Archive from severely 
damaged materials. Made just 37 years after Lewis Carroll wrote his novel and eight years after the birth of cinema, the 
adaptation was directed by Cecil Hepworth and Percy Stow, and was based on Sir John Tenniel's original illustrations. In an 
act that was to echo more than 100 years later, Hepworth cast his wife as the Red Queen, and he himself appears as the Frog 
Footman. Even the Cheshire cat is played by a family pet. With a running time of just 12 minutes (8 of which survive), Alice 
in Wonderland was the longest film produced in England at that time. Film archivists have been able to restore the film's 
original colours for the first time in over 100 years. To view, visit http://bit.ly/ceZEin 
(Editor’s warning:  Any similarity between Alice in Wonderland and items in this newsletter is purely co-incidental.) 

Following a review of a request that the 
so-called 30-year rule, under which 
official papers are made public after 30 
years, be cut to 15 years, the House of 
Commons has agreed to a shift to a 20-
year rule, over a period, under which 
around two million paper files will be 
transferred to the National Archives. 

Justice Minister Michael Wills said: 
''This decision will result in increased 
transparency and accountability in 
Government, by allowing the public to 
access and scrutinise important 
historical documents much earlier than 
at present. It's a significant step forward 
in providing access to information held 

by public authorities. 'Reducing the 30-
year rule to 20 years in this way will 
help to reinforce public trust in 
Government decision-making and 
strengthen our democracy, while still 
protecting the essential constitutional 
relationships that underpin our system of 
governance.'' 
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The LMA holds a collection of archives of Gentlemen’s clubs, including those for Brooks’s, the Oriental Club and the Army 
and Navy Club.  It has recently announced the completion of cataloguing of the collection of the Travellers’ Club.  The press 
release reads “Foreign Secretary Viscount Castlereagh spoke of establishing a gentlemen’s club where fellow travellers, 
visiting foreigners of distinction and diplomats could meet socially. The seed germinated into the Travellers’ Club which was 
founded by committee on 12 May 1819.” 
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Papers held privately by the Strachey family in Britain for about two centuries, and subsequently sold to the library of late US 
newspaper Baron James Copley went up for auction in New York. The letters show how British generals despaired at King 
George III. Their downbeat perspective contrasts dramatically with the exhortations of George III and his ministers in 
London, who come across as hopelessly out-of-touch and absurdly optimistic. 

Gen. John Burgoyne, writing on 25 June 1775 in Boston, gives an early assessment of how bad things looked. "Our 
prospects are gloomy," he told an unidentified lord in a letter written after the first two battles of the campaign in 
Massachusetts – a humiliating defeat to a local band of militiamen followed by a victory but with heavy losses at Bunker Hill. 

The letter is part of the collection of papers and correspondence of Sir Henry Strachey, who had a ringside seat on the 
momentous events as chief aide to the Howe brothers who led the British war effort. He later held a similar role at the Paris 
peace negotiations. The items on sale include a copy of George III's famous royal proclamation of August 1775 "for 
suppressing rebellion and sedition" – one of fewer than 20 still known to be inexistence. 

Even after a major victory for Washington's forces, Lord Germain, secretary of state for the colonies, managed to hold out 
hopes that the enemy would somehow see the error of their ways. 

Sotheby's is expected to raise up to £770,000 from the archive's sale, while the broadside of the George III proclamation 
alone is estimated to go for up to £32,000. 
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An exhibition running 
until 26 June at 
Holborn Library 32-38 
Theobalds Road . 
Produced by the 
Camden New Town 
History Project about 
Victorian artists who 
lived in and around 
Camden Square. 
Illustrated : Frederick 
Goodall (1822-1904) 
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Readers may well be aware that the newspaper library at Colindale 
will close at the end of 2012. The BL website says “The newspaper 
collection will move from its current home in Colindale to a new 
storage facility that will provide improved preservation facilities. 
Digital and Microfilm access to the collection will be provided at the 
British Library's St Pancras site.” This move has been planned for 
several years, and was necessitated by pressure of space at Colindale. 
The FFHS web site also states that “Where no digital or microfilm 

copies exist, it will be possible to view the paper copies at Boston Spa 
provided the quality of the material is not too poor. Where digital 
copies exist, it is expected they will be freely viewable in both St 
Pancras and Boston Spa.” 
The Guardian claims 15% of the newspaper collection is so fragile it 

is beyond use. A further chunk is "in peril", soon to be withdrawn.  
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The British Pathé company has made available an archive of its newsreels, complete with sound.  The archive can be found at 
http://www.britishpathe.com. Nothing really old here, newsreels don’t go back that far!  It is not specific to London, and is 
indeed international But your newsletter editor found a short film from the coronation of George V, and an incident from 
1936 when a plane swooped low over Buckingham Palace and landed in Hyde park.  Apart from the interest in the film, the 
commentator’s accent is a delight.  Did we really speak like that?   
[Just one small point, I found that I needed to re-install some Adobe flash software to get the films to play correctly: Ed.] 

Lambeth Palace Library web site has  
details of a public exhibition in 
celebration of the Library’s 400th 
anniversary. It says “The Library is one 
of the earliest public libraries in England, 
founded in 1610. The exhibition draws 
upon the Library's incomparably rich  
collections of manuscripts, archives and 
books, some of which will be on display 
for the first time. It reveals how the 
collections have developed since 1610 

and explores the history surrounding the 
people who owned, studies or used them 
as aids to prayer and devotion. 
Highlights include: 
·  The MacDurnan Gospels, written and 
illuminated in Irelend in the 9th century 
·  The Lambeth Bible, a masterpiece of 
Romanesque art 
·  The Lambeth Apocalypse 
·  A Gutenberg Bible printed in 1455, the 
first great book printed in Western 

Europe from movable metal type 
·  An exceptionally rare edition of the 
Babylonian Talmud which survived a 
1553 Papal Bull ordering all copies to 
the burnt, rediscovered in 1992 
·  The warrant for the execution of Mary 
Queen of Scots” 
The exhibition is open 10am-5pm 
Monday to Saturday, from 17th May to 
23rd July 2010, admission £8. For details 
visit www.lambethpalacelibrary.org. 

�������
!���
�
�������
6
����������
�)
0��������




 
��������	
��	��
��
	����������	�����	��	 ����������	����	

+�*
����
)��
��
�����
3��)���������


.. which readers will immediately identify as the opening words of the Prologue to 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  At Petworth, the National Trust holds a manuscript of 
the poem, probably copied some 20-30 years after the poet’s death: he died about 
1400.  The Tales are thought to be unfinished, as each pilgrim was to have told two 
tales on the outward and return leg of the journey, making some 120 tales in all, and 
the extant text contains fewer than 30.  The Petworth copy has been photographed by 
the staff at John Rylands Library, and images are to be put on-line.  

Even if they are not there yet, the image collection at http://
www.library.manchester.ac.uk/eresources/imagecollections/university/ is well worth a 
visit for the wealth of images it contains. Nothing to do with Chaucer, but more 
relevant to AfL’s London interests, is the image here described as “Mssrs. Doulton's 
premises, High Street, Lambeth”.  It appeared in The Builder in 1879. 
 
Image Reproduced by courtesy of the University Librarian and Director, The John 
Rylands University Library, The University of Manchester 
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Groups representing the archives profession, major providers 
and users to are joining forces and create a single body to 
promote standards, improve access and speak for the sector. 
The Society of Archivists is joining with the National Council 
on Archives (NCA) and Association of Chief Archivists in 
Local Government (ACALG), marking the final stage in the 
process to bring together the archival and records community 
into one new organisation, the Archives and Records 
Association (ARA). 

The new body will cover the United Kingdom and the 
Republic of Ireland, providing support to archivists, records 
managers and conservators, advice to users and the views of 
the sector as a whole to government and wider society. The 
ARA will continue to support the work of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Archives, which was administered 
by the NCA and will organise the annual Archive Awareness 
Campaign which seeks to engage new audiences with local 
and national archives. 

The ARA, though an independent body, will receive some 
public funding from The National Archives and the 
Museums, Libraries & Archives Council with specific 
objectives within the fields of advocacy, awareness raising 

and sector development. 
The new body faces the challenges of reaching out to new 

supporters, ensuring that existing members benefit from the 
creation of the new body, and raising awareness about what 
the it is and does across a wide variety of audiences. The 
NCA’s member bodies have also enthusiastically endorsed 
the proposals. It is now vital that the Archives & Records 
Association works quickly to establish itself in the minds of 
Parliamentarians, new Government Ministers, Local 
Government leaders and others to give a renewed voice to the 
archives sector. The move towards a unified organisation to 
represent the interests of the sector has been well received by 
many important partners, including those who currently fund 
much of the NCA’s activities. 

The work of the archives sector will be strengthened by the 
creation of this new body. The Archives & Records 
Association will be able to speak with great authority and 
clarity to decision-makers and opinion-formers. The All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Archives will lend its support to the 
new body once the new Parliament is formed following next 
month’s election. I wish ARA the very best for the future and 
I look forward to hearing about its progress 
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 Beckton takes its name from the vast gasworks built on 
East Ham Levels to the east of London in 1868, named after Gas Light & Coke 
Company chairman Simon Adams Beck.  Thanks to the LMA database of odd facts. 
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http://www.camdennewtown.info is a web site devoted to … Camden New Town.  This is an area, neatly described on the web 
site by its bounding roads, north of King’s Cross and St Pancras stations and south of Kentish Town; but a sketch map would 
be a useful addition to the home page.  The site claims that this part of London area was developed in the period 1850-1880. 

There is an extensive list of books which mention  the area, including some, like Sir Walter Besant’s Survey of London, 
cover much more than just Camden. There is a list of streets and residents: this reviewer did not much care for the fact that on 
visiting the page to see the data one need to click on an item that is not obviously a hyperlink to another page, and it set in a 
smaller typeface.  A lot of data collection work has gone in to the web site, but this visitor to the site thought it to some extent 
the work is spoilt by inattention to small details, like the spelling mistakes on the credits page.  A useful page if you are 
starting to research this area, but by no means the last word. 
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This was the title, neatly punning on AfL’s name, that 
Shirley Irvine chose for her talk at the AfL April seminar.  
Shirley is one of the founders of Pharos tutors, a company 
that runs on-line genealogy courses from the west coast of 
North America, courses dealing extensively with British 
genealogy. Her talk dealt largely with web-site presentation, 
how to attract those with an interest in family and local 
history, to make your site easy to use for them, and so 
encourage repeat visits. 

There are users who dive straight in and try to use a web 
site without understanding what it offers. For those who do 
look before they leap, it is essential to have a statement of 
‘what this web site is/offers’, and (if you are that honest) 
‘what you will not find’, placed somewhere easily found and 
visible.  And not everyone is an expert genealogist, so plant 
nudges and hints, information on how to use your site. 

A ‘strap line’ showing ‘You are here’ and the route that a 

user took to get where (s)he is in the web site is useful for 
providing context.  It need not show the precise sequence of 
clicks that was used, but shows the logical position of the 
page in the site’s hierarchy, and may reveal if the user has 
already gone too deep, or needs to be more specific. 

Web sites that received commendation were A2A, AIM25 
(useful for London researchers), Archives Hub, and British 
History online.  Some web sites (Ancestry comes to mind) 
are too keen to present you with an ‘Enter your name here’ 
panel, which will then show you all the records they hold it 
an attempt to get punters to take out a subscription.  If you 
are not a commercial website, avoid such gimmicks. 

One further point that came from the talk was the wealth of 
records that London holds.  The library of the Society of 
Genealogists holds information on the whole of the UK, and 
the LMA’s records are not confined to the M25, but include, 
to take but one example, records for  Dunsby in Lincolnshire. 
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The National Monuments Record's archives catalogues, with some images, describing over a million photographs and other 
archives, are now online at www.englishheritagearchives.org.uk. Gillian Sheldrick says “We'd welcome feedback, so please 
use (and encourage your searchers to use) the site feedback link to let us know how we can improve it!” 

Loughton Historical Society publishes a regular newsletter which can be read (pdf format) on their website.  Whilst there is 
news of the area, the newsletter also covers wider topics: the issue viewed by the editor had an articles on the ‘Glorious 
Revolution’ and the early history of printing.  www.loughtonhistoricalsociety.org.uk. 

The site at http://www.shlhg.btik.com is not in some strange language, but the site for the Shooter’s Hill local history 
group. The editor thought it less wide-ranging than Loughton’s, but is worth a visit if you are interested in the area. 

Nearby Greenwich also has a site, at http://greenwichindustrialhistory.blogspot.com/    
The website of Barking and District Historical Society greets the visitor with a dramatic picture of Barking Abbey as it 

might have been c.1500. http://www.barkinghistory.co.uk/.  
The Heritage Service of the London Borough of Wandsworth, which includes Balham, Battersea, Clapham, Putney, 

Streatham, Tooting and Wandsworth, launched a new online archive catalogue.  It includes records relating to all areas of the 
borough from the 16th to the 21st centuries and can be accessed from: www.calmview.eu/wandsworth/calmview. 

The National Library of Ireland has released 34,000 of its 630,000 original Irish photographs on its website. They are 
available free to view as low resolution images: http://digital.nli.ie/cdm4/index_glassplates.php?CISOROOT=/glassplates 
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The annual Banister Fletcher lecture of the London Society is given under the terms of an endowment from the will of 
Banister Fletcher, who died in 1953. Sir Banister Fletcher (as he became) is famous for his book A History of Architecture, 
first published in 1897 and now in its 20th edition; under the multiple authorship of several architectural scholars it is now 
much extended and runs to over 1700 pages. 

The 2009 lecture was given by Emily Cole, who has written Lived in London, a mammoth work that catalogues the famous 
Blue Plaques of London. At one time there was an idea to make the scheme nationwide, but although similar plaques can be 
found in other parts of the country, London remains the only town to have such an extensive catalogue of plaques.  The 
standard plaque is simple: normally 19 inches diameter with white lettering on a blue background, it records the name and 
dates of an occupant, and why the person is recorded.  Pure fact, no evaluation is allowed. That said, they do vary: not all are 
blue, for some are brown, and some are rectangular, not circular.  They are still being put up, and the rules are simple: the 
person commemorated must have been dead at least 20 years, or have been born 100 years ago (or more), and, obviously, be 
thought worth commemorating. The committee that overseas the installation of the plaques still gets something like 2 
suggestions a week, but of course not all are accepted. The plaque must also be affixed to the original building, and if a site is 
redeveloped any existing plaque is removed and stored, but not put back on the new building. 

Not everyone recorded in British, there is a plaque in Belgravia recording the residency of the 8-year-old Mozart. One of 
the oldest persons to be recorded is Christopher Wren, on his house in Kingston, but the plaque was put up only in 1996. 

There are several web sites that deal with Blue Plaques: that at http://blue.plaquemap.com/ is based on a map with pins for 
the various locations: clicking on a pin brings up an image of the building,  The web site for English heritage, the sponsors of 
the scheme, found at http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.1499 is a simple alphabetic listing, no images. 
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 site (www.vatican.va) is 
now offering access to the documents from the resource 
library, including papers of popes , from 1865 until 2007.  
There are some stunning images of the Sistine chapel,  (http://
www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/index_en.htm) and at http://
asv.vatican.va/en/visit/doc/inform.htm some images of 
documents:  a letter from Michelangelo dated 1550, in very 
clear Italian, and a letter from Emperor John II Comnenus, in 
Greek.  There are copies of the papal letters, including the 
founding of the university of Cambridge by Pope John XXII. 
Editor’s note: You may need to install extra plug-ins to view 
everything. 
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The Barking & Dagenham’s Museum, Archive & Local 

Studies service will reopen on Saturday 26th June.  It closed 
in December 2007 for a major refurbishment, funded by 
Barking & Dagenham Council’s capital programme and 
grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund & the MLA.  

Valence House, a grade II* listed building, has been refur-
bished and repaired, and a lift installed giving access to most 
of the upper floor. There are new displays on the borough’s 
history, including archaeology from Barking Abbey and the 
renowned collection of portraits of the Fanshawe family by 
artists such as Lely, Dobson and Geerhardts.  

The Archives & Local Studies service has now moved into 
the adjacent newly-built Visitor Centre, which also contains a 
café, shop and education rooms.  New sustainable storage has 
been provided for the archive and museum collections. 

Valence House, Becontree Avenue, Dagenham, Essex RM8 
3HT. For opening times visit www.lbbd.gov.uk/heritage. 
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If you have seen the cartography programmes on BBC-4TV, 
you may like to visit the British Library exhibit entitled 
Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art, where 100 
of the greatest maps in the world will go on display over the 
summer. 

Drawn from the 4½ million items held in the British 
Library's cartographic collections,  this exhibition shows 
over 80 of the most impressive wall-maps ever created, 
dating from 200AD to the present day, most of which have 
never been seen before. 

Recreating the settings in which they would have 
originally been seen - from the palace to the schoolroom, the 
exhibition reveals how maps express an enormous variety of 
differing world views, using size and beauty to convey 
messages of status and power. 

Peter Barber, Head of Map Collections at the British 
Library, said "Maps are often pictorial encyclopaedias that 
are about far more than just geography - Magnificent Maps is 
a visual extravaganza that will, I hope, intrigue, fascinate and 
entrance visitors while challenging their assumptions about 
the very nature and purpose of maps."  http://www.bl.uk/
magnificentmaps  
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Richard Knight, Camden’s Principal Officer for Local Studies and Archives, retired at the 
end of March, following a Camden Library restructuring. Richard had spent all his 
working life with Camden, having joined from Durham University in 1974 and for the 
majority of that time he worked in local studies, earlier as deputy to another long serving 
staff member, Malcolm Holmes. 

Richard made his contribution to London archives beyond the Camden boundaries. He 
was in the audience at Vestry House Museum in November 1982 for the inaugural meeting 
of the Greater London Archives Network and did long service as a committee member.  
Camden provided a home for the GLAN Executive Committee for many years and we 
regularly adjourned to local hostelries and annually to an Italian restaurant over the road 
from Holborn Library. 

GLAN inherited the London guide to archives and local studies. Begun in the early 
1970s, this was distributed to London archives and local studies, though some services 
issued it on a wider basis. Working with Geoffrey Yeo, Richard took on the role of turning 
it into the sort of guide record offices produce, though keeping the local history elements 
and created the Greater London History Sources series. In partnership with the City of 
London Libraries a publications programme was initiated, with the first volume on the 
City itself appearing in 2000. Working with Kath Shawcross Richard became the principle 
editor for Volume 2, covering a selection of boroughs which were once part of Middlesex. 
The second volume, appearing in 2005 was a swan song of a kind for GLAN, wound up 
with the formation of Archives for London Ltd. 

Richard was given a great send off by friends and colleagues at the Local Studies Library and Archives on 30 March and 
Archives for London wishes him well for an active and enjoyable retirement.      David Mander 
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A collaboration between the University of Kent, Canterbury 
Cathedral Archives and researchers in Rouen has laid the 
foundations for a project through which Canterbury visitors 
may in the future gain easy access to some of the older and/or 
more fragile documents held in the Cathedral Archives. 

The project aims to develop an interactive system to allow 
digitised versions of valuable historical documents to be 
explored via a touch-screen, simulating the experience of 
accessing the physical object itself. The advantage of a 
computer-based digitisation is the additional information, such 
as translations and transcriptions, background on the period in 
which it was written, its contents and who would have used it 
at the time can be included, with sound and video resources. 
http://medievalnews.blogspot.com/2010/04/canterbury-
cathedral-to-digitise.html 



 
��������	
��	��
��
	����������	�����	��	 �����������	����	

���������	�
����
�������	������������������
������	 ����������	����	�������������������������������	��� ��	�������������
����	�����������	���������	���������� ���������!��	 ����������	��������"#���	���
�����$������������%&'$ �#()��

*	��	���	���������
�����������
������	+�	��������	������� �	,�
�


��������������������������������
����������������� ���������	��� ������� �	�
���!�����������"�!�	���	� ��#	����
$� �	�
��� ���%��&'�(�(�

)�!���������������%�(�������	 �����)�	�����������"$ �)��*+,��
-���������.��������	�������������������������	���	� ������������	���
�����������
���������������������� �������

��������,�
������!��	�����������	������
��!������	
 �����, �

�)�
���)����
�
�� �

As a bustling centre of trade and commerce, London has always been a popular destination for the cultural diaspora. 
Through archives we can trace that London has attracted, and offered refuge to, millions of people from round the world. 
The Archives for London 2010 Conference, Coming to London offers a platform to a selection of archive sector 
professionals, researchers and historians who will explore just a sample of how and why individuals and groups ended up 
in London, and how they changed it. From internal migration, through to the activities of the West African Students Union, 
the diversity of subjects covered is shaping up to offer a fascinating day of discovery. 

Coming to London will take place on 16 October 2010 at London Metropolitan Archives. 
Advanced discounted booking will be available exclusively to members from mid-June until the end of July. 

We look forward to seeing many of you there, but in the meantime keep up to date with the latest Coming to London news 
at  http://www.archivesforlondon.org/conference2010 . 
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You can now follow the latest news on archives in and about London on:  

Twitter is a free social networking and microblogging service, where AfL 
posts short messages - known as tweets - about anything of  potential interest 
to Archives for London members; news headlines, what's going on, new openings etc as well as announcements from 
AfL itself. 

It costs nothing to be a Twitter subscriber, so follow us on  www.twitter.com/archives4london. 
If you don't want to start a Twitter account, don't worry, just go to www.twitter.com and search for 'archives4london' to 

see the latest news and thoughts on events and issues affecting London's archives, archive users and practitioners. 
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3 June  Keeping it in the Family: managing your family archives by Janet Foster – Archives Skills Consultancy 
1 July  Putting Archives for the 21st century into action by Nick Kingsley - TNA 
2 September Get the picture? How to take good images of archive materials using digital cameras by Hugh Alexander - TNA 
Please note that these are the events planned at the time this newsletter goes to print, but they may change.  Check the AFL 
website at http://www.archivesforlondon.org/events or the regular emails from Nicola Avery for both seminars and visits. 
 
Appeal: if you attend an AfL seminar or visit, especially if you enjoy it, please write a short report for inclusion in this 
newsletter, and send (email) it to the editor (contact details at foot of page: mention if you wish your name to appear or not). 
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This bill has received royal assent.  The newsletter editor is willing to admit that he is out if his depth on this one, so is not 
going to attempt a summary: it is clearly a matter of concern, especially to Internet Service Providers (ISP’s) and to anyone 
who maintains a web site. Visit http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/digitalbritain/  for an official statement with numerous links to 
related topics.  The summary on this web site states: 
“The Act includes provisions relating to the UK’s communications infrastructure, public service broadcasting, copyright 
licensing and online infringement of copyright, and security and safety online and in video games. 
Some of the measures in the Act will come into effect immediately with others coming into effect in two months’ time. 
Many of the Act’s provisions require further public consultation and in some cases approval by Parliament, before they can 
be implemented.”  [It was not clear to the editor what baseline was intended for “two months’ time”  April 10th?.] 


