Review of the Archives Sector: Consultancy project

Policy makers, funders and records professionalnsielves have expressed concern at th
apparent fragmentation and lack of common purpos&ted by the proliferation of relatively
small organisations in what is quite a small sectbis has not always been clear what the
role and remit of each of those bodies is and whiabuld take the lead on any particular

issue. This is particularly true in England andl&¥a Representatives of most of the groupsonp at LSE

involved have met over the past year to look atsa@yimproving this position. A small
working group formed at one of those meetings seacumber of options ranging from
better coordination between existing bodies to,emwadically, the creation of a single
organisation.

As a first step, the Society proposal on the Society of
of Archivists, the National  Archivists website athttp://
Council on Archives and www.archives.org.uk/ position in England and
the Association of Chief thesociety/ Wales where the
Archivists have agreed to  reviewofthesectorconsultan fragmentation is most
fund a short consultancy cybrief.html obvious. If the exercise
project. This will look at a Please contact John proves to be successful then
number of the bodies who  Chambers, the Society’'s  the Society will extend it to
took part in the original Executive Director, on look at the situation in
discussions to establish 01202 559466 or at Scotland and Ireland and
clearly their remit, execdirect@archives.org.ukwiden the consultation by
membership, aims and ,. if you need any additional seeking the cooperation of
objectives, funding and information. our colleagues in the
activities and their views on ~ We are anxious to Institute of Conservation
what the next steps might  establish at least a baseline (ICON) and the Chartered
be. We will be aimingto  for progress as quickly as Institute of Library and
establish the scope for possible. The final report is Information Professionals
rationalisation in the sector scheduled to be delivered (CILIP) who took part in the
to ensure that, at the very  before the Society of discussions, and the Record
least, we present a coherent Archivists AGM in August. Management Society which
image and voice to those Consequently, we have did not respond to our
outside. deliberately limited the original invitation.

Interested consultants can project to those bodies from Peter Emmerson.
find the project brief and the mainstream records
information on submitting a sector who accepted the

invitation to join the round
table discussions, and to the

National Archives — Forged documents

The National Archives has released findings A police investigation followed, with the
of itsinvestigation into forged documents  full cooperation of The National Archives.
The investigation papers, as well as the Forensic examination confirmed that the
forged documents, are now available on its suspected documents were recent forgerie
website. and had been introduced to the files from
In July 2005, it was discovered that a num2000 onwards. The investigation identified
ber of files held at The National Archives 29 individual forgeries from 12 separate
contained forged documents. These files files.
related to the Second World War. Thisre-  See also the Seminar report ‘Security in
sulted in a thorough internal investigation, our Archives’ inside this issue.
the findings of which are being released.
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Guildhall library news
Guildhall library newsletter no 10, available omliat http://www.history.ac.uk/gh/newsletter10.htas hamongst others,
items on: Cataloguing Hambros Bank Ltd; St Geor@é'srch, Rapallo; A magnificent new accession #llingjham estate
map of 1667; Ecclesiastically-sponsored theatieimdon, 1422-1642 (by Professor Mary Erler); Mds filestone — a
significant point reached in the indexing of Llay@aptains Registers.

English medieval legal documents CND at LSE

The University of Southern Californig The Campaign for Nuclear Disarm-  wide range of campaigning material,
Gould School of Law has developed|a ament marks the 50th anniversary of from leaflets and demonstration

collaborative online database of the [ the founding in 1958. manuals to an extensive collection of
published sources of English Since 1971 CND has deposited its  |ocal group magazines and newslette
medieval legal documents, which lists core administrative papers with the CND National Office has also
these published sources and providds Archives of the London School of retained an archive of a wide range o
links to the growing number of onling Economics and new deposits are regu material relating to its historic and
sources which are currently being larly added. Currently the archive current campaigning activities. In the

developed The URL for the index is] includes the papers of the Committee next stage of the project, these collec
http://emld.usc.edul/tiki-index.php? of 100 established in the early 1960s tions will be brought together to creat

page=Homepagand it is divided to organise non-violent direct action, a comprehensive, catalogued and
into 10 sections covering :Case Law|- the executive committee minutes publicly accessible collection at LSE.
The Courts; Statutory Law - following the discussions and debates Posters and other items will be
Legislative Records; Administrative of the movement, Annual Conference digitized and used to develop an onli
Law - Records of State; Private Legal papers, and the papers of special resource and educational materials.
Documents — Wills; Writs and interest groups from Ex-Services For more information on this
Pleadings; Early Legal Treatises; CND to members of Equity for project, contact LSE Archives:
Collections of Texts from Various Nuclear Disarmament. There is also a Document@Ise.ac.uk

Sources; Online Sources; Research
Guides, Bibliographies; Histories.

[S.

f
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Calendars of State Papers, Domestic, Scotland antkland available online at British History Online

British History Online, the digital library of kdyistorical sources, has recently digitised the Qddes of State Papers, Do-
mestic, Scotland and Ireland.

The level of accuracy attained through our methioebaversion provides more complete search rethdts texts con-
verted using less accurate OCR technology, andrisof the Institute of Historical Research's nusgio support new meth-
odologies and techniques in historical research.

The calendar texts are fully cross-searchable avithnge of other material for the early modernqukrincluding the
Lords and Commons Journals. We have just comptitgtising the Calendars of State Papers, Colanial over 200 more
calendars will be available on the site beforeethé of 2008.

Please contact your librarian and let them knowwould like your institution to subscribe to Brhiglistory Online.
They can get a free 30-day trial of the resource.

Please sekttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/premiufior further details.

The London Journal Society of Friends Newsletter
The London Journal is edited by Ni-| The first issue of the Newsletter of the Friends in Britain (Britain Yearly Meet-
cola Avery, a member of the board | | jhrary of the Religious Society of ing) and rich manuscript collections.
of AfL. The first issue of volume 33 | Friends (Quakers) is out now. Visit the Among other news, the spring/summe
(2008) contains articles on: website http://www.quaker.org.uk/ 2008 newsletter announces the magnifi-
an eighteenth century prostitute | shared asp_files/GFSR.asp? cent new Biographical dictionary of
and pickpocket; NodelD=1527620 read news about  British Quakers in commerce and indus
the Crystal Palace Company; the Library's unique collections and  try 1775-1920, by Edward H. Milligan,
life in the St Marylebone work- their preservation. and reports on Library work on the his-
house in the eighteenth century; The Library dates back to 1673 and tory of the anti-slavery movement, as
and housing for the ‘lesser sort’ in covers Quaker history and thought, aswell as the recent acquisition of two
Stuart London. well as topics in areas where Quakers World War | manuscript diaries. It in-
There are book and exhibition re- have been active, such as peace, anti-cludes a section on work that is being
views. Copies are available for ref-| slavery and relief work. It also holds done to preserve the Library's manu-
erence at LMA or for sale from the central archives of the Society of script collections.
Maney Publishing




The Survey of London is publishing its ClerkenwellVolumes

A major two-volume study of the buildings of Clerikeell,  tectural, design and media businesses, was onerafdn’s
one of the capital’s most historic and varied dissr was most important industrial areas, and was especatyciated
launched on 16th April, English Heritage announimethy ~ with clock and watch making and printing. But igl@ in the
(Monday 14th April, 2008). The volumes are the$ain middle ages as a settlement along the river Fletaaound

the long-established Survey of London series, itise df three religious houses, including St John’s Pribgadquarters
which came out in 1900. This official history chidas of the Knights Hospitallers. In the sixteenth asdenteenth
London’s topography and architecture in an authtivié but centuries it was a favoured address for the arnatys sought
accessible way. Nothing like it exists in any othejor after for its healthy air.
world city. The new books are published for thetfiime by  Until the late eighteenth century the northern pasund wh3g
Yale University Press in association with the Rdallon became Rosebery Avenue and the Angel, was senj-with
Centre for Studies in British Art. pleasure grounds, spas and places of entertainofemhich thej
Andrew Saint, General Editor of the series, saithe' most famous was Sadler’'s Wells, the true storylodse origing
Clerkenwell volumes are the most ambitious soifar, is revealed here for the first time. Pentonvilldjeh was to be-
breadth of coverage and in the number and qudiitiyeo come a byword for poverty, began at this time asatusive

illustrations — more than 500 per volume. Clerkelhigea suburb. With the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 18fbarea
fascinating area with a rich heritage of buildinigéing back was caught up in a building boom which saw Londquraad
to the 12th century, which has gone through massive dramatically. Some of London'’s finest developmefitthe pe-
change, physical and social, but somehow retaiisespe-  riod can be found here, in and around Myddeltonasgu_loyd
cial character.’ Square and Percy Circus.

Clerkenwell, known today for its concentration ofla-

The Proceedings of the Old Bailey, 1674-1913

A fully searchable edition of the largest bodyfts detailing the lives of non-elite people evablished, containing
197,745 criminal trials held at London's centraininal court can be found at http://www.oldbailelioa.org.uk/. Your edi-
tor put in his own name (enter “Peter Jackson’etarsh for a name, omitting the quotes searchesittoer word), and found
(inter alia) the following entry from 1694:

" # "$ % #&
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However, it is not just the fun of searching foetanamesakes: the records cover the period 161818 and can be used
to study attitudes to crime and punishment by Iogkit the judgments handed down. And it is ndttjus criminals who are
indexed, as | also found the following witnessestaent:

$+ % % $+ , $

Parliamentarians establish All Party Group on Archives

On Tuesday 1 April a select gathering of MPs angfr®e associate members could provide the APG with vital
approved the creation of an All Party Group (AP@) o knowledge and expertise. This was much in evidéydhe
Archives. In an energetic meeting the Parliamésmiar  summing up of the sector by Jonathan Pepler, GHNICA,
from all parties expressed their concerns for thgar- which the APG found very useful and requested the
tance of archives and how this importance is notared information in a briefing note.

in the position of archives on the political agendiespite  Now that the APG has been established it will pbipaneet
the popularity of family and local history and péog two or three times a year although NCA will alsopde
burgeoning desire for a sense of place and idenkitgny members with interim information as appropriatde hext
spoke from personal experience and several speakers important date is the 8 July when the APG will hepst

proudly made reference to their local authority discussion with key guests such as Professor kisiink
services. Tim Boswell MP (Con, Daventry) chaired t  (historian and NCA Patron), Natalie Ceeney (CE@hef
meeting with great enthusiasm. National Archives) and a senior representative M The

The meeting approved the role of the National Cdunc APG also hopes to place an Early Day Motion to mark
on Archives to provide the secretariat functiontfor International Archives Day.

APG as well as agreeing to allow associate menfb@rs  If you would like to know more about the APG pleasatact
organisations external to Parliament, such as N@Atee the NCA's Head of Public Affairs, Rene Kinzett,
Society of Archivists. It was concluded that these
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Archives Landmark Awards

Awards to Community groups within the London areagrojects with a local history angle: picturelseta at the awards.

Left:

Maureen
Roberts,
Interpretation
Officer at
London
Metropolitan
Archives,
talks to To-
pher Campbel
and Ajamu
(with hat) of
rukus!
Federation.
Their project
'In This Our
Lives:

The Reunion'
has gathered
histories from
the black
LGBT com-
munity

Below: Westminster Archives for 'Mile of Style'calebration of Regent Street and 'The Miller's TRleotball, Community
and Remembrance in the Great War'. Those in theogham left to right are: Mrs M Garrot, Mr J. Gatr (Friends of the
Westminster City Archives), Mrs D Timmins (run edtion workshops -Guildhall Art Gallery), Dr Christ®itzis (volunteer
-Westminster City Archives), Ms Georgia Vossou (Senmvator - Westminster City Archives), Mr John SautgWestminster
City Archives & Local Studies Manager) Peter Dalfiglestminster City Archives -Education Officer).

Chinese
Presence
\eent




LOCAL HISTORY IN BRITAIN AFTER HOSKINS
ADVANCED NOTICE AND CALL FOR PAPERS

A conference to be held at the University of Leiees9-12 July, 2009 entitled ‘Local History in Bxin after Hoskins’
marks the 50th anniversary of the publication ofalHistory in England by W.G. Hoskins in 1959. §huccessful and
influential book helped to establish the subjedhlas an academic discipline and as the purstitaafsands of local
historians who are not professional academics. ddnigerence will interest everyone involved in lloigtory. It is not
intended to be primarily a commemoration of Hosking will celebrate the subject that he helpedreate, as it is now ang
as it is expected to develop in the future. Theepaill be about discoveries and interpretatiafien making points of
general interest through research into particuaecgs. Some of the contributions will reflect tlimoection between local
history and other disciplines, and will show howvaethods and approaches work out in practice.sEbpe of the
conference includes the whole of Britain, and aliqds.

The conference is the result of a collaborationvbeh the Centre for English Local History at thevdrsity of
Leicester, and the British Association for Locabtdry.

Call for papers: Paper proposals should take tima @f a title (maximum 12 words) and a summaryaritents
(maximum 50 words). The theme (see below) shoulddeely indicated. The slot allocated for papeilslve 25 minutes
maximum. This is to allow time for a total of 56pgas arranged in 8 themes.

Proposals should arrive by 1 September, 2008. €here as follows:
. History of local history.
. Challenges to local history in the 21st century.
. Identity and belonging.
. Family, population and migration.
. Culture and belief.
. Sources, methods and techniques.
. Community and society.
. Making a living in town and country.
Anyone interested in contributing should conta€tristopher Dyer, Centre for English Local Histadpniversity of
Leicester, Marc Fitch House, 5 Salisbury Road, ¢stier LE1 7QR
Email: cd50@le.ac.uk Tel: 0116 252 2765

coO~NO U WNBE

“LITTLE ITALY” EXHIBITION

Using photographs and other archival documents, thi
historical exhibition, mounted by Camden Local $gdcnd
Archives Centre, tells the fascinating story of don’s
original “Little Italy”, the Italian quarter in Hblorn. It
covers the history of the community from its origin the
early 19th century through its height in the la@&hland
early 20th centuries up to its decline in the @estond
World War period.

The exhibition covers all aspects of the Italiaaner —
the living conditions, the occupations, the leispuesuits
and the institutions of Holborn’s Italian peopleithMts
organ grinders, ice cream sellers, colourful preices and
dramatic incidents, it is a story full of life acdlour.

The exhibition runs from 2 June 2008 to 27 Septembe
2008 at Camden Local Studies and Archives Cenire, 2
Floor, Holborn Library, 32-38 Theobalds Road, Londo
WC1X 8PA. Admission is free.

The opening hours are: Monday and Thursday 10.00am-
7.00pm, Tuesday and Friday 10.00am-6.00pm, Saturday
10.00am-1.00pm and 2.00pm-5.00pm.

For more information contact: Tudor Allen, Senior
Archivist 020 7974 634&idor.allen@camden.gov.uk




Heritage Lottery Fund

The HLF is moving into its Third Strategic Plan anak i
formation regarding their programmes is availabberf
their re-vamped websitehttp://wnow ww.hlf.org.uk/
English/

Key areas of the website for anyone looking to gppl
for archive projects in the future are:

The 'How to Apply' sectiohttp://www.hlf.org.uk/
English/HowToApply/. This includes details about all the
programmes including pdf versions of the applicatio
forms. Now there is also the opportunity to apjing
an online form which is also accessible from ttagt jf
the website.

In addition there is a series of guidance noted-ava
able from the section 'Helping your application’

http://www.hlf.org.uk/English/HowToApply/
Helping+you+Application+-+Heritage+topics.htm
These include: Guidance on archive projects
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HLF/Docs/HelpingYourApplicain/
Thinking_about_Archives_people_and_communities.pdf
Guidance on acquisitions:
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HLF/Docs/HelpingYourApplicain/
Think-
ing_about_Buying_heritage_items_and_collections.pdf
Guidance on oral history projects:
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HLF/Docs/HelpingYourApplicain/
Thinking_about_Oral history.pdf
In addition a number of archive case studies vall b
added to the website in the near future.

New accession to the

The archive reports: we have been successful ichpsing
at auction a document dating from 1384, about 260/
older than any other document held there. The deatim
a conveyance of four acres of meadow in Old Fapel{s
Oldefarthein the document) in the Parish of Stepney
(Stebenhethegrom John Cornewaleys to Thomas Corne-

Tower Hamlets Archives

waleys and his wife Joan. The exact location offthe acres
cannot be ascertained but is seems the land waeffare-
puted manor calleBernesor Barnes Acquiring the document
has not cost Tower Hamlets Council Tax payers ayas the
total cost was met from donations by appreciatiesnioers of
the public using the Local History Library and Angds.

Royal Opera House Collections Online

Royal Opera House Collections' Catalogue and Reeoce
Database are now online at www.rohcollections.drg.u
These resources, the result of many years of dediceork,
are an important milestone in an ambitious, ongpirgject
to open up ROH Collections to as wide and

diverse an audience as possible.

The website provides an overview of ROH Collectiand
brief introductions to each collection in the axehiThe Col-
lections Catalogue contains individual cataloguwerds,
with images, for the
Frank Sharman Photographic Collection and a secfidine
Costume Collection. Over the coming months, adad#io
catalogue records will be made available online.

The Performance Database has three levels: wozkit@ms
and premieres), production (director and desigmjeand
performance (dancers, singers, and music staffreGtly
online are all the works
performed by The Royal Opera and The Royal Badlat(

their earlier names) since 1946, as well as all peuctions
and first night casts of each production. Similatadfor The
Birmingham Royal Ballet will be available in Aprénd
nightly performance records will be added on a

regular basis. The database can be searcheddyyttison,
company, character, and date. Records are linkadrts in
the Collections Catalogue, such as costumes waarcartain
production, and therefore searches can be undertadtess
both sets of information.

In addition, the website offers interactive 'Higjfits from
the Collections', allowing users to focus in detailcertain
items, through magnifying images, brief textuallaxations,
and audio clips.

The website launched with three highlights: thewoe for
Turandot worn by Amy Shuard and Birgit Nilsson,igasd by
Cecil Beaton in 1963; Constant Lambert's scoré-federick
Ashton's ballet Dante Sonata (1940); and an athitel detail
of the theatre, normally quite difficult to view.

Obituary: David Johnson OBE

David Johnson, Clerk of the Records in the Houdeoodls
Record Office 1991-99, died on"1April 2008. He was 73.
David joined the House of Lords Record Office irb&%s
Assistant Clerk of the Records. His research egpee was

put to good use in his work on the calendar of niia@u-
scripts of the House of Lords 1714-1718 which wals-p
lished in 1977. Following his appointment as Dgplierk
of the Records in 1981 a major focus of his agésiivas
the exhibition marking the 38Canniversary of the Glorious
Revolution on which he worked with Harry Cobb.

On becoming Clerk of the Records in 1991 David was
faced with a number of challenges which includetiaiting
a survey of current record—keeping in officeslua Parlia-
mentary estate and the management of a conseryat-
gramme involving approximately 20,000 Acts of Rarli
ment. His death, which came soon after a diagrodsisan-
cer, was a great shock to his friends and formikeagues.
The fact that the chapel at Kingston Crematoriura fudl to
over-flowing for his funeral on™ May was testimony to the
great regard and affection in which he was held.

David Prior
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Archives in London and Self-assessmemitfL

The National Archives Advisory Service offers advand
guidance relating to all aspects of the care afnesand
archives. It also seeks to ensure that servicasirtgpbr
seeking to keep public records, meet relevant stascto
do so. Traditionally, record offices were only iesped to
measure the quality of their service, but in 200@& Na-
tional Archives (TNA) developed a self-assessment
scheme for local authority archives. AfL were detig to
welcome Nick Kinglsey, Head of National AdvisoryrSe
vices to speak to us about the programme.

Nick began by discussing the reasons for the self-

(%
seminar 6 March 2008, University College London

sponse than the pilot study of 2006. There wasda wange of
scores, from a high of 84% to a low of 22%. Cajalag
backlogs are a significant problem across mosices\as is
storage capacity. One stand-out statistic waspearance of
a strong correlation between staffing levels amdexi.e. the
higher number of staff, the better the score. Iy therefore be
beneficial in the future for smaller archive seesido merge
together into larger facilities rather than be ediwith other
services in the cultural sector. Nick then expldiaspects of
the results and in particular those relating tal@thority
archive services in London and how the averagessfoor_on-

assessment programme and how it benefits both TidA a don was just under the national average.

local authority archive services by consistenthameing
performance over a period of time through a comgmeh
sive questionnaire. It gives his team a more ropicstire
of the quality and development of archive servidésk
stressed that the self-assessment programme dié-not
place inspections but supplements them.
The questionnaire is divided into five sectionsering

the main functions of an archive service. It saekseas-
ure performance of these core areas against vaaichs

val standards e.drublic Services Quality Group, A Stan-

dard for Access to Archivellick pointed out that low
scores usually reflect a lack of resources rathen the
work of staff.

The results of the 2007 assessment will help TNhiidy
services that need increased support and atteiiok.antici-
pated an announcement for the extension of thdd@aiiag
Grants Scheme in April 2008 to help alleviate cagaing
backlogs. The self-assessment programme will répe2d08,
to further illustrate trends in service developrmemd may for
the first time include other sectors, e.g. arclsigevices from
higher education.

For further information about the TNA'’s Self-assesst
programme and to see the results for 2007, plaagénttp://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives/self-assessingn.
Visit the National Archives website:
www.nationalarchives.gov.uand the website of the Art and

Results of the 2007 assessment were then discaased Antiques Unit ahttp://www.met.police.uk/artandantiques/

how the process ran much smoother and had a better

Jeff Gerhardt

Lost and Found: Security in our Archives — it's eveyone’s problem: AfL seminar 10 January 2008, King's College

Archival theft is a worry for practitioners and usalike and
we seek ways of improving security in the facenaféasing

demands on access. AfL were delighted to welcomadfe
Rapley, Head of the Art and Antiques Unit, Spestaind
Economic Crime Directorate, New Scotland Yard amd-N
man James, Principal of the National Archives’ Avels
Advisory Service to speak to us on this topic.

The seminar was split into two parts. Vernon bedgan
talk discussing theft from museums, libraries angarticu-

lar archives and how it's estimated that a sigaifitcamount

of archival theft goes unreported. Thieves userityaof

techniques to steal including the use of small ratades to

cut out maps quickly and subtlety. Surprisinglyminals
may even insert forgeries into collections to ceefthe
provenance of valuable items.

Criminals can quickly sell stolen items around wagld
to a network of gangs, so if a theft is detectisl vitally
important to report it immediately. Thieves oftdrange
characteristics of a stolen item to disguise pravee.
Therefore, recording details of valuable archivestgh
photographs and detailed descriptions will helemtify a
stolen item if recovered.

Vernon’'s team have been instrumental in rescuingra-

ber of valuable archives: they recently recoverstbken 11

century volume from Iraq worth around £250,000.

Norman James spoke to us about the European Agchive

Group Working Party on Security. In 2005, the Ewamp
Board of National Archivists (EBNA) set up the gpoio in-
vestigate security issues across the continens. Wwas in re-
sponse to an increase in theft of collectible itemarticularly
maps, postal material and autographs.

In 2006, the group sent a questionnaire regardiefy to
various repositories in 25 countries. The respevee good
and responses were received from 190 institutiooms 22
countries. Results showed that most thefts occtivdrreading
rooms during the day and that there were a signifiaumber
of thefts from staff. Around 40% of archival magtnvas re-
covered in full, but there was a clear lack of §irdetween in-
stitutions and police. All thefts were by males aftttough the
motive usually included an element of financialrgastatus
enhancement and the challenge of stealing werdraiso-
tives.

The group is looking at: identifying and comparpractice
across the continent and from this developing amomap-
proach to countering theft; encouraging users pontesuspi-
cious behaviour by other researchers; and lasthgasing co-
operation between the different legal systemst sodasier to
track down thieves and archives that cross borders.

For further information visit the National Archivesbsite:
www.nationalarchives.gov.u&nd the website of the Art and
Antiques Unit ahttp://www.met.police.uk/artandantigues/
Jeff Gerhardt
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Kings Cross Voices: AfL seminar February 2008,

The Kings Cross Voices study concentrated on tha ar
around Argyle Square, just south of the easternoébalis-
ton Road, south from King Cross station. In th28 the
square was genteel and upmarket. It started tiogm
with the arrival of the railway, becoming populatad:19
by migration from the north (Scotland and Irelantfprk-
ers arrived by train and looked for accommodatiothe
locality: in this way the area acquired a reputafiar over-
crowding and poverty. The area to the north of &ust
Road was cut up by the railway lines and develaptd
several separate communities. In the interwarsyeam
post-war, there was much ‘social’ housing in theaarand
where they have not been bombed many buildings stil
stand. But the presence of numerous railway Imade
the area a target for bombing in World War 2, byr@zans
aiming to disrupt communication links, but neitlkéngs
Cross nor St. Pancras station suffered a directrhihe
1980's it was a red light district: people moved, @und it
became an area for the down and out. Then thedlieng

community moved in, and there was ‘white flightutire de-
velopment is planned in the area north of EustoadRkover
the next ten years there will new houses, hoteldeigure
facilities, making an area to rival Canary Whatrf.

Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, hundreds tefinews
were conducted and recorded, and many photograyjusrad,
both of interviewees and their surroundings: thealts are in
the public domain; the HLF project is now closenld £amden
local studies has taken it over. He interviews vien@any
cases very candid, and there has been no ‘policinig'ss the
interviewees later said that they did not wantrttaerial re-
leased. The Bengali and Somali women were sadlgmwill-
ing to be interviewed, unless they had obviousustat the
community. The study has created a DVD and contmats
downloadable from the web site. Sympathetic irésring
gets information that would not come out in anyeotivay, and
recording captures tones of voice that cannot pedriced in
print.

People in the News: New AfL Comms team members

Sian Wynn-Jonegoins AfL's communications team as publldnlimited at the Newsroom, Guardian and Observeniae
licity manager. "I'll be working with the rest thife team to and visitor centre. From 1993 to 2001 she workedHe Brit-
make sure that everyone interested in London'svasland ish Red Cross working on a variety of heritage isfakrmation

London history knows about AfL's fantastic diveysif ac-
tivities and our unique role in bringing togethegeg/one
interested in archives in or about London."

Sian is BT's Heritage Collections Manager and co-
ordinates the activities and development of BT Areh
(1840s - present day) and the innovative teleconirations
heritage artefact programme, Connected Earth.

management initiatives including the museum displlafe-
lines, and the introduction of global records mamagnt for
the International Federation of Red Cross and Reddent
Societies (IFRC).

Lucy Shepherdhas taken over from Jessica Newton as tH
new Events Co-ordinator for AfL. She is at pressrthe Brit-
ish Postal Museum & Archive as an Archive Assistantd in

Sian was involved with the setting-up and managémen September will be starting a MA in Archives and &&ls
the archives of the Guardian, The Observer anddiarar Management at UCL.

People in the News: IHR

The Institute of Historical Research, School of Adeed Study is delighted to announce the appoirntofennew Director,
Professor Miles Taylor from 1 October 2008. PradeSxylor is currently Professor of Modern Histenyd Head of Depart-
ment of History at the University of York, and ispecialist in the Victorian period. He replacesf@ssor David Bates who
left the Institute after four and half years in AMidirch.

Professor Taylor says, ‘1 am excited by the chaéeaf leading the IHR. It has a richly deserveditapion as the national
centre for history in the UK, and an increasinghportant international profile. In an age of globaholarship our subject
needs more than ever a home for the exchange ag,itkarning and resources, and nowhere in thelwsoduite as well
placed for that role as London’s IHR.’

Online publishing - the way forward?

Dave Postles of the University of Leicester hamtimesy. He
has ‘e-published’ a book on Oseney Abbey in Oxfoirgs
He writes:

This is an experiment. | am having copies madebamnohd
up for University libraries and legal deposit libes (so-
called 'copyright' libraries). Otherwise, people avited to
download the book for free at http://www.le.ac. @t/
oseney/oseney.html , where you will find details of
the content, file types available and the sizéheffiles.

He also says: the University of Leicester has niede
CDROMs of learning materials on palaeography albgla
online athttp://paleo.anglo-norman.qgrgnd those on long-
term urban development (the example of Leicester) a
http://www.le.ac.uk/ee/pot/leicester/index.html
People can now download these materials for themsel
at: http://www.historicalresources.myzen.co.ukhis site
is under development, but the materials above \aaiable
for download now.




The AfL Annual Conference: Sick of London

Excursions into Places, Patients, Practitioners anBrophylaxis in London’s Medical Past
The AfL Annual Conference will take place at thendon Metropolitan Archives on Saturdd{ @ctober 2008 between 10a
and 5pm. Speakers include Professor Anne Hardyes%or Eric Gruber von Arni and Dr Alysa LevenecKEits (including
lunch and refreshments) cost £30 for members abddidhon members. Places are strictly limited sokbearly to ensure
your place. Contact: Andrea Tanner at conferencet@arsforlondon.org.

Forthcoming AfL seminars: these seminars at LMA atspm
3 July 2008: Five Maps from Four Centuries, préseiby John Fisher of Guildhall Library.
No August seminar.
4 September 2008: Serendipity in the Archive: d@ms users and practitioners reveal tales of #lieeidental discoveries.
Attendees are welcome to share some of theirstenes..
2 October 2008: Business records - a Wealth ofrinétion in London, presented by Edwin Green.

All are welcome: please advise Nicola Avery if yglan to attend, as a guide for numbers expected.

AfL Seminar Report: Tithe Maps

Paul Newman, senior archivist at Cheshire Recofit&®fgave an account and demonstration of the tithp digital websitg
that is due to be launched at Chester Race Conr&d"oApril. A number of non-AfL members were there, fnostably in
the form of landscape and building historians. @itlee success of the seminar, the site is sure gowinner, and to becom
a firm favourite with many different constituenciefsusers.

He began by a brief overview of what tithes werk ¢he-tenth increase yearly arising from the psodit the land and in-
dustry of parishioners, payable to clergy for thentenance of the church and the clergy”), ancctkation of the maps by
the Tithe Commissioners in accordance with the sevfrthe 1836 Tithe Commutation Act.

Cheshire is a particularly good county to considigh regard to tithe maps. In the early Victoriagripd, it was still
largely rural, had not experienced a vast amoutitled commutations through the enclosure manth@fl770s and 1780s,
and the County Record Office (as keeper of diocesenrds) had the surviving 475 tithe maps, or @%e total created.
Those of us who have used them, know how invaluthiglg are for local history, the history of houges;hart land use and
ownership, and in public right of way disputes. Thaps themselves can be unwieldy, and there hasaeensistent de-
mand by users for remote access to this extraardieaource.

In 2004, the Record Office consulted users asdw tequirements, and to build up support for treotad project.
Rather astonishingly, the users professed no stt@raligitising the tithe files, and so an appiica was made to the Heri-
tage Lottery Fund. The HLF was persuaded by theraegt that the project would encourage people toine involved
with their heritage, would conserve and enhancehésdtage, and would create a learning resourbey Granted the projec
£159,000 in April 2005./

An army of 80 volunteers, from Cheshire, and asfakustralia, New Zealand and the United Stategah to input the
data from the schedules, while the record offio# their partner Digidata, tackled the maps thengsel¥he 250,000 record
input by the volunteers were checked, althoughityuedntrol was an issue. The maps were photogiph¢he National
Coal Board facility at Mansfield, digitally ‘stitelul’, and geo-referenced, using the models piondeydide Norfolk E-Map
Explorer and the Dorset Coast Digital Archive pobge The result is a remarkably sophisticated vielikat enables search
by names, places, OS references, postcode and Hmrering over the chosen spot of the tithe maijs, fiossible to com-
pare on-screen the same area in Ordnance Surveyandpagainst aerial views of the county. To wétehchanging use of
the same piece of land in what seems like a nanaoses thrilling. There is a great deal of ediéhbackground and expla-
nation available, and the Record Office are worlangvays to present it so that it can be usedémétional curriculum.

Try it for yourself: the address is : http://map&shire.gov.uk/tithemaps
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